ABSTRACT BACKGROUND: Physalis angulata L, known in Indonesia as "ciplukan", is an annual shrub that belongs to the Solanaceae family. This plant is common in tropical and subtropical countries. Its extract or infusion has been used in many countries as popular medicine for treatments of varieties of diseases such as malaria, asthma, hepatitis, dermatitis and rheumatism. In vitro studies showed that purified compounds of Physalis angulata such as physalins and glycosides exhibited antitumoral activities on HA22T (hepatoma), HeLa (cervix uteri), leukemia, lung adenocarcinoma and epidermoid carcinoma of the nasopharynx KB-16 cell lines. This study aimed to examine the effect of Physalis angulata L extract on the expression of Bcl-2, apoptosis, and areas of necrosis in Wistar rat liver cells.
